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On the Imagery of Window in Jane Eyre

CHEN Si—yu ,FU Shou—xiang
(School of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, Zhejiang, 325035, China)

Abstract: Window, because of its special attributes, has become an important imagery in
literary works, which has been given a variety of interpretations in the literary context.
Charlotte Bronte is especially devoted to the construction of window imagery in the novel Jane
Eyre, which appears frequently and has profound meanings. Based on the theory in Bachelard’s
La Poetique de |’ Espace, this paper explores the literal value of the tangible window to the
images and plot and the psychological and cultural value of the invisible window to Jane Eyre,
Charlotte Bronte and their contemporary women. Window is not only a part of the building, but
also the projection of Jane Eyre’s spiritual world. The novel shows Jane Eyre’s reliable “corner
of the world” in the house and the society, which witnesses the changes of Charlotte Bronte,
who represents the female writers that spare no efforts in writing about family and society.
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